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#mathsCPDchat 12 July 2022 

 

How can a maths department best be supported by senior management in a secondary 

school? 

Hosted by Catherine Edwards 

 

This is a summary of the discussion – to see all the tweets, follow the hashtag #mathscpdchat in 

Twitter 

 

 

 

 

The links shared during this discussion were:  

  
Core Maths supporting other subjects which is guidance from the AMSP. It focuses on how studying 

Core Maths improves students’ confidence with the mathematical content of other Level 3 courses that 

they may be taking. The support available to maths departments on setting up Core Maths provision 

and developing relevant pedagogy and subject knowledge includes live online PD, ‘on-demand’ PD, a 

series of videos paired with classroom resources, leaflets, postcards and posters. It was shared by Cat 

van Saarloos 

https://twitter.com/Edwards08C
https://amsp.org.uk/teachers/core-maths-supporting-other-subjects
https://twitter.com/CoreMathsCat
https://twitter.com/CoreMathsCat
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Mathematics in Education and Industry (MEI) is a charity committed to improving lives through 

advances in maths education. These aims are achieved in many ways, that include the provision of 

high-quality professional development and resources for teachers. It was shared by Mary Pardoe  

 
 

 
 
 
A full illustrated summary of the discussions in this #mathsCPDchat follows. 

 

 

 

The (linked-to-Twitter) screenshots below show the four conversations generated by the host’s first 

question. Teachers expressed the appreciation that they feel when senior managers support the kinds 

of professional development provision that the teachers themselves believe will be most helpful. They 

also appreciate being listened to and trusted, even when they wish to try out more unusual ideas. In 

the following part of the summary only, you can click on any screenshot-of-a-tweet to go to that 

actual tweet on Twitter. The next four conversations, represented by screenshots-linked-to-Twitter, 

were in response to this question from Catherine Edwards 

 

In this discussion, between Alice Ward-Gow, Catherine Edwards and Mary Pardoe, tweets and Twitter 

discussions were mentioned, some of which are regarded as contributing to teachers’ CPD … 

 

 

 

https://mei.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C
https://twitter.com/mcwardgow
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C/status/1546917306856394753
https://twitter.com/mcwardgow/status/1546921333824667652
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C/status/1546921488829370368
https://twitter.com/mcwardgow/status/1546921807097241600
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(link provided above) 

https://twitter.com/Edwards08C/status/1546922287760375811
https://twitter.com/mcwardgow/status/1546922770726010880
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary/status/1546923446801670144
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… and in this conversation, between Joanne Green, Catherine Edwards and Mary Pardoe, thinking 

about senior managers trusting decisions and ideas of maths teachers prompted comments about 

maths-art lessons … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

… but a less unusual idea was aired in this chat between Mr Hawes and Catherine Edwards:  

 

https://twitter.com/MsJoanneGreen
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
https://twitter.com/HawesMaths
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C
https://twitter.com/MsJoanneGreen/status/1546917766602579971
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C/status/1546917998404984833
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary/status/1546919227533172737
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C/status/1546919495096320001
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary/status/15469197815466303488
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C/status/1546920109213638669
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary/status/1546921119092981763
https://twitter.com/HawesMaths/status/1546923245378715651
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The fourth conversation in response to Catherine’s first question, between Peter Williams and 

Catherine Edwards, was also about faculty meetings: 

https://twitter.com/MathsImpact
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C/status/1546923839036203008
https://twitter.com/HawesMaths/status/1546925249513537543
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C/status/1546925580716838913
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There was a later tweet, from Emma Brown, about the conversations generated by the host’s first 

question (those shown above), and the discussions prompted by Catherine’s other questions (those 

shown below without links): 

 

 

Catherine’s second question … 

https://twitter.com/EmmaJBrown_84
https://twitter.com/MathsImpact/status/1546922622876876803
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C/status/1546923035810271233
https://twitter.com/MathsImpact/status/1546923907923550208
https://twitter.com/EmmaJBrown_84/status/1547305987052281858
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… prompted more replies and discussions than any other question. It generated this long 

conversation … which featured discussion about deciding how to group students (whether to 

place them in sets according to ‘recorded/observed’ prior attainment or to teach students in 

mixed-attainment classes) … 
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… and Q2 also prompted this discussion, about senior managers providing maths teachers 

with ‘guidance’ on how students should be present ’written answers’ … 

 

 

 

 

… and these comments … 
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… and this conversation (generated by a comment from a primary teacher) in which teachers 

discussed implications of ways in which the inter-dependence of ideas in mathematics is 

unlike that in other subjects: 
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There were the following two two-way exchanges about what maths teachers wish senior 

leaders understood: this … 

 

 

… and this: 
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This conversation was generated by a comment from a teacher who mostly works with 

students who have special educational needs: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following ten tweets are all ‘single’ replies to Catherine’s second question (which is shown 

again here as a reminder), rather than parts of conversations; that is, they do not form a 

conversation or a discussion … although they might generate some discussion between 

readers of this summary! 
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A reply to Question 2 from W E Cookson generated the following comments and discussions … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/WECmathventures
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… back to the ‘grudge subject’ comment: 

 

 

 

 

In response to Q2, field trips were also mentioned: 
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Catherine’s third question … 

 

… prompted just two single replies, both of which expressed much the same view: 

 

 

 

There was just one reply to Catherine’s fourth question … 

 

… 
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… and no replies (YET!) to her last question: 

 

 

 

 

 


