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#mathscpdchat 13 September 2022 

 

What do you set as maths homework? 

Hosted by Jenny Hill-Parker 

 

This is a summary of the discussion – to see all the tweets, follow the hashtag #mathscpdchat in 

Twitter 

 

 

 

The links shared during this discussion were:  

 

Getting homework done: timely nudges from behavioural psychology which is a blog by Harry 

Fletcher-Wood. It was shared by Tom Needham 

 

Diminishing Returns which is a task from NRICH. It offers opportunities to think about area, proportion 

and fractions, while providing an informal introduction to mathematical convergence to tempt the 

curiosity of 11- to14-year-olds for whom this task is intended. It was shared by RHMaths 

 

https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker
https://improvingteaching.co.uk/2019/02/24/getting-homework-done-timely-nudges-from-behavioural-psychology/
https://twitter.com/Tom_Needham
https://nrich.maths.org/6700
https://twitter.com/MathsRh
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NCETM Secondary Archive which is the part of the NCETM website where you will find a PDF archive 

of all Secondary Magazines. Parts of articles within some of those magazines were shared during the 

discussion. It was shared by Mary Pardoe 

 

 

A full illustrated summary of the discussions in this #mathsCPDchat follows. 

 

The host’s opening tweet … 

 

… generated two conversations; this one … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

… and this … 

https://www.ncetm.org.uk/news-features/secondary-archive/
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
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… and two ‘real’ single replies: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The host’s (Jenny’s) opening tweet (that prompted the replies shown above) was followed by 

her first question, which prompted (as in the #mathsCPDchat from 6 September 2022) more 

replies than any of her other, later, questions. The (linked-to-Twitter) screenshots below show 

all the replies to the first question, and the discussions that they generated. Those discussions 

revealed that when teachers set homework, they have various different purposes in mind for it.  

https://www.ncetm.org.uk/media/dfvlxo3m/2022_09_06_mathscpdchat_summary.pdf
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In the following part of the summary only (showing all the discussions that were in response to the first 

question), you can click on any screenshot-of-a-tweet to go to that actual tweet on Twitter. This 

was the first question from Jenny Hill-Parker: 

 

In this conversation, between Mr Hawes, Jenny Hill-Parker and RHMaths  the ‘purposes of maths 

homework’ discussed included preparation for the next few lessons, and ‘exam practice’… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker
https://twitter.com/HawesMaths
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker
https://twitter.com/MathsRh
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker/status/1569747980684509190
https://twitter.com/HawesMaths/status/1569756083429806082
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker/status/1569759149948379137
https://twitter.com/HawesMaths/status/156975986774145
https://twitter.com/MathsRh/status/1569773341199720448
https://twitter.com/HawesMaths/status/1569780769022947333
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… and in this thread, initiated by Gemma Scott, and including Jenny Hill-Parker and Richard Dare, 

setting homework centrally from a homework schedule (that is linked with a centrally-planned-by-the-

department scheme of work) was discussed … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

… and Simon Ball shared with Jenny Hill-Parker thoughts about using homework as an opportunity for 

students to practise tackling problems outside the classroom: 

https://twitter.com/DirectorMaths
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker
https://twitter.com/dare_richard
https://twitter.com/ballyzero
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker
https://twitter.com/MathsRh/status/1569777430243442688
https://twitter.com/MathsRh/status/1569781399850295296
https://twitter.com/DirectorMaths/status/1569748650259103744
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker/status/1569749003960475650
https://twitter.com/DirectorMaths/status/1569749471856316417
https://twitter.com/dare_richard/status/15697494716597866502
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker/status/1569749704992325633
https://twitter.com/DirectorMaths/status/1569750476488413185
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This aspect of homework-purpose, mentioned by Mary Pardoe, was appreciated by Richard Dare … 

 

 

 

… and Alice Ward-Gow discussed, with Mary Pardoe and Jenny Hill-Parker, how homework can help 

students develop independence in their learning: 

 

https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
https://twitter.com/dare_richard
https://twitter.com/mcwardgow
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker
https://twitter.com/ballyzero/status/1569761833946578946
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker/status/1569762173320142850
https://twitter.com/ballyzero/status/1569765141205458948
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary/status/1569749397985968129
https://twitter.com/dare_richard/status/1569749935406600193
https://twitter.com/mcwardgow/status/1569751203138994182
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https://twitter.com/PardoeMary/status/1569753284499447810
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker/status/1569754256227405826
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary/status/1569756326795919361
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https://twitter.com/mcwardgow/status/1569754925755760642
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker/status/1569754255366375702531
https://twitter.com/mcwardgow/status/1569755982758121476
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker/status/1569756542362165254
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In the next conversation W E Cookson, Jenny Hill-Parker and Mr Hawes discuss a view about the 

number of ‘maths questions’ (of the same kind presumably) that a person needs to attempt in order to 

‘embed’ the relevant ‘solving procedure’ required to ‘get the right answer’: 

 

 

 

 

All other responses to the host’s first question were ‘single’ replies from Andrew Stacey, Joanne 

Green, Mark Williams, Richard Dare and James Maloney: 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/WECmathventures
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker
https://twitter.com/HawesMaths
https://twitter.com/mathforge
https://twitter.com/MsJoanneGreen
https://twitter.com/MsJoanneGreen
https://twitter.com/markuk73
https://twitter.com/dare_richard
https://twitter.com/JamesWMaloney
https://twitter.com/WECmathventures/status/1569749840816390144
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker/status/1569752682017046528
https://twitter.com/HawesMaths/status/1569756607638114309
https://twitter.com/WECmathventures/status/1569758494772940801
https://twitter.com/mathforge/status/1569777920230449152
https://twitter.com/MsJoanneGreen/status/1569749862366826496
https://twitter.com/markuk73/status/1569770693012627458
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(To read the discussion sequence generated by any tweet look at the ‘replies’ to that tweet.) 

 

Jenny’s second question … 

 

… prompted a comment that then generated some description of the practice in one maths 

department: 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/dare_richard/status/1569749334547120129
https://twitter.com/JamesWMaloney/status/1569764077681131520
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Also, there was this conversation … 

 

 

 

 

… this single reply … 

 

… and these examples: 
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Jenny’s third question (which was followed by a comment from her) … 

 

 

… prompted this conversation … 

 



 

ncetm.org.uk | 15 

 

 

 

 

… and this … 

 

 

 

 

 

… and a single reply: 
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The fourth question from Jenny … 

 

… generated this conversation … 
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The following discussion was also in response to Jenny’s fourth question … 

 

 

 

 

 

… as was this … 
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… and this: 
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The other responses to the fourth question were this … 

 

 

 

… and this … 

 

 

… and this … 
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The following thread was not apparently in response to any particular one of the host’s 

questions, but was generated by a tweet from Joanne Green: 
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These comments were also not in response to any particular question from the host: 

 

 

The host’s last question … 

 

… prompted the following conversation … 
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… and this reply … 

 

 

… and this … 

 



 

ncetm.org.uk | 24 

 

 

… and this … 

 

… and this: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There were also these comments: 
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