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#mathscpdchat 20 June 2023 

 

Which topics in GCSE maths are students most likely to find useful in adult life? 

Hosted by Maryse 

 

This is a summary of the discussion – to see all the tweets, follow the hashtag #mathscpdchat in Twitter 

 

 

 

The links shared during this discussion were:  

 

Teaching about climate change in the maths classroom which is an NCETM podcast episode. Two 

authors, Alistair Bissell, AMSP Level 3 Maths Professional Development Coordinator, and Tom Rainbow, 

AMSP National Coordinator for Core Maths Professional Development, talk to Gwen Tresidder about their 

resources, and suggest tips for addressing social issues through maths. It was shared by Maryse 

 

10 reasons for studying algebra which is an article by Hazel Lewis on the MathsCareers website of the 

Institute of Mathematics and its Applications. It was shared by Maryse 

 

Real Life Maths which is an article by Craig Barton on his website in which he describes what some 

educational research ‘had to say about the use of real-life contexts in mathematics’. It was shared by 

Maryse 

https://twitter.com/AllThingsMaths
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/podcasts/teaching-about-climate-change-in-the-maths-classroom/
https://twitter.com/comparagrams
https://twitter.com/CoreMathsTom
https://twitter.com/AllThingsMaths
https://www.mathscareers.org.uk/10-reasons-for-studying-algebra/
https://twitter.com/AllThingsMaths
https://mrbartonmaths.com/teachers/research/real.html
https://twitter.com/mrbartonmaths
https://twitter.com/AllThingsMaths
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When will you ever need to use maths in real life? which is an article in the Independent by Kit Yates, who 

is a senior lecturer in the Department of Mathematical Sciences at the University of Bath. The author 

explains why we should be responding to the question of the title with the counter “When will you not?”. It 

was shared by Maryse 

 

Real life maths is a place on the STEM Learning website where you will find resources about people who 

use maths in their careers. It was shared by Maryse 

 

Using Maths in Your Everyday Life: 4 Real-Life Situations That Rely on Numbers which is a blog on the 

Casio Education website. The blog explores ‘some of the ways we use maths in our everyday life’. It was 

shared by Maryse 

 

Why Maths Matters: application of mathematics in the modern world which is a blog by Superprof. It was 

shared by Maryse 

 

Using maths storybooks to engage children which is an article on the NCETM website. It looks at how 

‘stories’ can be an effective way to reveal mathematical structure. It was shared by Maryse 

 

How can you integrate careers learning into your maths lessons? which is the summary of a 

#mathsCPDchat on 21 February 2023 hosted by Rachel Beddoes. It was shared by Mary Pardoe 

 

What is the point of studying maths at GCSE? which is an illustrated article on the Maths Careers 

website. It was shared by Mary Pardoe 

 

 

An illustrated summary of the discussions in this #mathsCPDchat follows. 

 

https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/maths-education-real-use-everywhere-b2218368.html
https://twitter.com/AllThingsMaths
https://www.stem.org.uk/resources/community/collection/450140/careers-involving-algebra
https://twitter.com/AllThingsMaths
https://education.casio.co.uk/blog/support-using-maths-in-your-everyday-life-4-real-life-situations-that-rely-on-numbers/
https://twitter.com/AllThingsMaths
https://www.superprof.co.uk/blog/maths-and-the-modern-world/
https://twitter.com/AllThingsMaths
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/features/using-maths-storybooks-to-engage-children/
https://twitter.com/AllThingsMaths
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/media/3yyfwz12/2023_02_21_mathscpdchat_summary.pdf
https://twitter.com/GirlsCount_2
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
https://www.mathscareers.org.uk/what-is-the-point-of-studying-maths-at-gcse/
http://www.mathscareers.org.uk/careers/
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
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Before the discussion began the host tweeted a reminder about this #mathsCPDchat. She 

included the link to the article featured in the image on page 1 of this summary. That article is by 

Kit Yates, a senior lecturer in the Department of Mathematical Sciences at the University of Bath: 

 

 

When the chat started, this ‘welcome’ message … 

 

… was followed by the host’s first main question … 

 

… which generated five conversations. The longest of them prompted discussion about ideas for 

effective ways of engaging students in explorations involving the maths on which you want them 

to focus: 
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The next two short threads prompted by the first question, also focussed on student engagement, 

this … 

 

 

… and this: 

 

 

 

The following conversation shows an example of how teachers sometimes use effectively 

experiences derived from their (and their students’) outside-of-school interests … 
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… and this is about responding positively to ‘Why are we doing this?’ student-attitudes by using a 

current news story imaginatively: 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-65965665
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There were also two single replies to the first question, which was are you asked “why” or “when 

will we do this in real life” during your lessons? If so, which topics trigger the question?: 



 

ncetm.org.uk | 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The host’s second main question … 

 

… prompted the following ‘discussion’ in the form of a branching thread of tweets: 
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ncetm.org.uk | 10 
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The following statement, rather than question, from the host … 
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… generated a short conversation: 
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The host’s next main question … 

 

… received no replies, being near the end of the chat. But at spaced intervals throughout the chat 

Maryse had been posting the following single tweets in which she made observations, and gave 

information and links to resources: 
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This last question from the host, Maryse … 

 

… prompted a reply: 

 

 

 

The host closed this #mathsCPDchat with the following message: 
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